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The Judit ial deciſion mentioned Page 28, 
was furniſhed to the Author by the memory 
of a Friend, and agreed with his own recol- 
lection. But as he is juſt informed that the 
Officer was not Joyce, but Hacker or. Ax- 
tel, he intreats the Reader to excuſe this 
miſtake, and the rather as it is, the Tad, and 
not the Man, which is of importance to the 
arge... DID DIO. ! 
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- © Noble 8 revered by all, 
imitated by few 3, at, leaſt i in a 
luxurious and enfeebled age, 
which, cannot: bear the awful calls o of 
virtue, | honours magnanimity. But 
Whether few or many, it is to, fuch 
examples that ſocicty, is indebied for all 
habit has known. of happineſs ; theſe | 
are it's avengers and ſaviours; t heſe 
wake the fleeping virtue of a nation, 
and knowing no retreat themſelves from 
dutyziftrike fear into the unprincipled 
and vicious. Ves it is an Intrepidity, 
een like rhat of Nehemiah on a faitb 
in God, a ſenſe of virtuous honour, 
and 


* 
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and a generous love of Country, that 
ſifts a man aboVethe weztneffes an 
dependencies of his nature, inſpires 
his ſoul 4b: dare, ahi enable him to 
perform. up 0 the full height ofihis 
daring and if called to act from a 
fuperior ſtatdon, givey'' him to walk 
like a God amidſt his fellowcreatures, 
a God in power, ag in bleſſing. Shall 
ſuch a Man as I flee ? is the quick 
indignant reply of every gallant ſpirit; 
it is, "what every Britih Citizen and 
Soldier mould find to 'fay in every 
moment ofconflict difficulyanddanger. 
I cannot. addreſs you therefore from 
words, more apf pily ſuited 10 the 
occaſion on which you are met, more 
pointedly expreſiive®of the charadler 
which it becomes every one of you to 
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I could'with to prelace womblireſs 
with a particular review of this great 
mas life, that yo might yburſelves 
collect the principles from which! his 
" riagnanieaſty was derived, and which 
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it hehoves' you is ölen you 
to act up to $7 ample.” HT 
no Ane an for the ap N 57 m 
ſach. a review ; and 1. 17 en 
* celliry, . as the materials Tom Whith 
17 5 be drawn, ate in ill Hands, 5 
truſt, of every y ene mol gu, and obvisus 
to him Who aa * my rf pretend 
to our view a ming, in . 5 Mic atidl. 
PuBlic Spitit were Predatminatit, nich 
invited file in thi fret rod of duch. 
which d ary fear from his RES aud 
forbade him to think of 2. buy 3h 
u Virtübsand ine tedp erk feVeratite. 
Olierptiticiptes mi t be off gehe das 
co-operating to the ſame Met but 
theſe two are the originating. 4 . 
lufficientt6accoutit for the ang Man 
ofhis character, and ſufficietitt produce 
the fame ſpirit in every breaſl, in Which 
God and Count y have obtained. an 
equal intereſt.” 25 a te Euglichmen, 
and in that wort yd to find every 
provocative io What is" man and 
generous: great” as is the eKample of 


View 


this noble 1 ew, eyen yt gliſhman ſhould 
bluſh to ind in himſelf. a ſoul. leſs 
honeſſ. leſs determined, His high, rank 
in life gave him 700 {0 much advantage 
oyer ile meanelt of you, as you, may 
_ derive. from that etter religion, and 
better country, which i is Your ſingular 
poſlcſhion ; 5 N 355 unworthy 
of, ul in their defence docs nat feel 
himfelf more; than — 5 The patignal 
militia ofth the kingdom are che! honoured, 
the choſen guardians of all that is dear 
0 „n ; and to, you, ag one Aten. of 
this, reſpectable. Corps, are th 15, day 
4 the Randargs pen legiment, 
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ledge . of -your mil nary. union, 
. vou are not to part from but 
'with diſgrace." or. death; but. they are 
.only the emblem of chat religion and 
liberty, which are the great ſtandard - 
"of England. Theſe deſerted or loſt, 
your, Colours are, but the Toy of 
Children and Fools, not worth the | 
exertion of an Engliſhman to.preſerve, 
or of an. . Enemy | to win, That you 


may 
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may never act therefore beneath the 
expectations of your Country, permit 
me-to preſs upon you the two great 
eſſentials of that noble fortitude, which 
| this Jewiſh. Heroe found from within 
| himſelf i in the hour of treachery and 
dangers... Shall ſuch a Man as I flee ? 


Of the two requifiies to the ſupporting 
ſuch a character as that of Nehemiah, 
to be able to ſtand upon the ſame high 
ground, and with the ſame generous 
ſcorn, ſay to every cowardly temptation, 
ſhall ſuch a man as I flee ? Piety is the 
FIRST, : hope there is no irreligious 
ſmile i in this aſſembly at the mention 
: of this demand ; that no one thinks I 

am in this Ipeaking merely from my 
profeſſion, as if it became me only of 
all who are preſent tolay the foundation 
of a good Citizen, a good Patriot, and 
a good Soldier, in piety to his God. 
I own, I do reſpet mylelf and my 
profeſſion, but I [peak this more {rom 
a reſpect to you, and you would have 
reaſon to N indignity if I thought 
| otherwiſe 
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otherwiſe of you. For every one 'o 


you has the ſame intereſt i in religion 
that I have, owes the ſame ditty'to his 
God, has the ſame to hope and fear 
from him,and will find the ſame poble 


ſupport to every virtuous propenſity 


4 


from having God habitually in view. 


Piety is the conſummation of every 
virtue, it is che finiſhing 'of every 
character; and as this vaſt and wonderful 
univerſe reſts uponGod, ſo the 1 integrity 
of the human mind can reſt firm 
and immoveable upon no ocher baſis. 
Hiſtory in ies long catalogue of Princes, 
stateſmen, Heroes, Citizens and Soldiers 
never exhibits a thoroughly great man 
without it. The Roman Empire, the 
greateſt that this world ever knew, or 
perhaps ever will, know, was founded 
in Picty ; and though the Gods of that 
admired People had no exiſtence but 
in their deluded minds, yet were they 
Gods to them, andhad a ſimilar influence 
on the Roman Commonal ty,as the One 
God whom we adore, ought to have 
upon the mind of every one of us. 


Theſe 
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Theſe Gods, the object ar veneration 


' th a Roman Soldier, the ſuppoſed 
on cfſes of His faith to his country, to 


his commander, to his military duty, 
were officiouſly held up to him by the 
policy of the ſtate ; he beheld them in 
the Temples, in the Highways, in his 
Houſe, and in the military Standards; 
and as he hoped for protection here, and 
favour hereafter at their hands, he 
dreaded to offend them in every action. 
But the God of a Chriſtian Soldier is 
in every object he looks upon; He is 
without him and within him ; His eye 
is upon the movements of his heart, as 
well as of his life; and every honeſt 
and virtuous hope which he entertaing 
from him will be anſwered ; his 
expectations are derived from the 
promiſes of God, they reſt upon that 
throne on which ten thouſand Worlds 
are fixed. A Britiſh Soldier actuated 
with a well-informed Piety would be as 
much ſuperior to the Roman in his 
higheſt glory,as the God of Jeſus Chriſt 
is above che pictured and chiſſel'd Gods 


of 


=» +. - va 


\ - ' Fl l * 
— ——_ wr —— - — —— - - 5 — - 


| 
| 


6 16) 
120 L 


of the deluded . And. the 
Britiſh Empire, if it had wrought, the 
piety of the New Teſtament into it's 
political conſtitution with as much 
care as the Romans did their miſtaken 


ſuperſlition,woulde'erthis have darken'd 
the Roman ſplendour; by a valour 


irreſiſtible, by a jullice incorruptible, 


by a humanity that embraced all, It 
would have conquered and bleſt the 
world; conquered the mind,by diffuſing 
the lights of true religion and the 
divine principles of free government, 
wherever its commerce ſhould have 
extended, or its arms made impreſſion; 


and bleſſed a world, by holding forth 


and participating the beſt intereſts of 
man to every nation of the earth. It 


is a notion as impolitic as it is vicious, 


that Religion is not to be looked for 
in a Britiſh Soldier; in him,who of all 
others ought to have the moſt, becauſe 


he ͤ would have the beſt; becauſe what 


he would learn of it in this enlightened 
land, would do him the moſt honour, 


ſurround his heart with the moſt 
generous , 


j 
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deere chearfulneſs,” and life him to 
"Ge nobleſt deeds. 
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With'theſe"Colours therefore which 

i are delivered to your charge, remember 
the God, in Whoſe preſence you receive 
them ; and if the continual fight of 
them may aſſiſt you to recollect the i im- 
preſſions of the preſent moment, ne- 
ver may they fail to recal to your minds 
the idea of him, whoſe ſoldiers in the 
5 | higheſt ſenſe you are; in a much high- 
er ſenſe than you can belong to any 

of your reſpected Officers before you, 

or even to your Sovereign himſelf; all 

of whom are but as Men in his eye, 

N who have no more to hope for from 
him than the meaneſt of you, whoſe 
temporary dignity and elevation is or 

- ought to be the inſtrument of his 
glory, and for which, naked and 

- ſtripped of every outward trapping, 

they muſt anſwer with you all at his 
righteous tribunal. The great duty 

which this God aſks of you, and which 


- 5-5 you 


A net ) 
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you are always to bear i in your minds, 
is above every other law to obey the 


laws of his Son, the ſacred laws of the 


New Teſtament, nor ever. to ſeparate 
from the character of a Soldier, that 


of a good Man, of an FIGS faithful 
Citizen. 


* Yeu are ſuppoſed to be taken from 
the better and ſoberer clafles of the 
People, with no brand of infamy, nor 


caſt forth by ſociety, as. unworthy to 


ſerve it in a more honourable line. It 


is yours to redeem the honour of a ſol- 
dier, which ought never to have been 
diſgraced by the allowed charaQer of 
impiety ; it is yours to carry back with 


you into the walks of peaceable life, 


the decent, the ſober man, the conſci- 
entious chriſtian ; without which Soci- 


ety will give you 99399 when your 


term of military ſervice ſhall be expi- 
red. For is it forſooth the privilege 


of a ſoldier to be ſet above his God ? 


of him more than others to be turned 
looſe 


—"Y a. 
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looſe from the duties of religion ? of 
him with a ſingular impunity to blaſ- 
pheme the name, and ſport with the 
terrors of the great King of Kings? 


Diſgraceful privilege ! which a Soldier 


ought to 'throw back with an honeſt 
ſcorn, and claim to himſelf equally 


With the beſt of men, the glory of ſerv- 


ing his God, and looking up to him 
with hope and comfort. He, whole 
profeſſion may the next hour call him 


to the generous ſacrifice of life, ought 


above all to be at conſtant peace with 
his Maker, be prepared every moment 
to pals into his preſence ; and not by 
abandoning himſelf to all profligacy, 
by a renunciation of the duties and 
hopes of Chriſtiagity, and by horrid 
imprecations be hurling defiance a- 


gainſt that being, who hath life and 


death and eternity at his diſpoſal. 


But knowfurther that you ofthe nati- 
national militia are the military defen- 


ders of your Country's Religion: and 
*; 0-8 can 
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can you ſafely be truſted if you have no 
religion of your own ; if you have no 

ſenſe of that purer Chriſtianity which i 8 
your Country's boaſt, for which your 

noble Fathers bled, which with your Ci- 
vil Liberty was ſo hardly earned, and 
which your Children hope to receive 


from you as the beſt inheritance you 


can tranſmit them. Be aſſured alſo 
that a Soldier's valour never was leſ- 
ſened by taking God and the intereſls 


of another world with him into the 


Field, but that many have been ren- 


dered invincible thereby. Piety and a 


zeal for manly liberty was all the diſ- 


tinction which the Soldiers of the Long 


Parliament enjoyed above the Cayali- 
ers of Charles I. ; when that deluded 


Prince endeavoured to make his arbi- 
trary will the law to-parliament and 
the people, and collected. under his 


ſtandard all who had dilpofitions ſi- 
milar to his own; and yet, with this 


diſtinction, they: gave law almoſt to the 
whole World; and revived, ſurpaſſed 
(153 8 the 
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the Roman glory. Let me perſuade 


you then, as your firſt civil, and your 
Arſt military duty, to obey God, to 
cultivate a faith in him, to reſpect his 


preſence, to act with a regard to his 


ſavour, and ſtand firm in every trial 
from the hope of having him for your 


friend. Fear God, it you would rid 


your minds of every other fear; diſho- 


nour him not with your lips nor with 


your lives; and if no religious con- 


verſation introduce the reverent men- 


tion of his name, it would be well if 
he were never appealed to but in your 


devotions; or with one ſolemn voice 


of invocation in the day of your Coun- 
try's battle, as the witneſs of chat gal- 


lant conduct which you mean to ſhew, 
in which you mean to approve: your- 
ſelves as the lovers, of your country, 
of it's religion aud laws, as the guar- 
dians of your Prince's throne, and the 
protedtors of your fellow- ſubjects. 


II. Another ingredient in the cha- 


racter 
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racler of Nehemiah was Public Spirit, 
and muſt be an ingredient in the cha- 
racer of every man, who in all the 
trials of public life, would wiſh to fay 


with the ſame unſhaken fortitude, 


« Shall ſuch a Man as I flee? The love 
of country has operated with ſuch force 


in all ages and nations, has been found 
- united with ſo many excellent and ami- 


able qualities, has been productive of 
ſo many bleſſings to ſociety, has been 
mentioned with ſuch applauſe by the 


'wiſeſt of men, that we may well con- 


ceive it to belong to human nature, 
and be intended by God to ſpring up 
in the human mind. It is that affecti- 
on which comprehends all the chari- 
ties and endearing bonds of ſocial - 
life ; the love of Parent, Wife, Child, 
Brother, Friend and Fellow-Creature; 
the love of truth, order, decency, 
peace, juſtice, property, law, religion, 
and God unite to form the upright 
patriot, the man who with an, honeſt 


and 
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and denevoient warmth loves lis coun- 


try, che community in which God has 
placed him, in which he js to act his 
part as a rational, moral and benevo- 


ſent Fellow- Creature. Men of the 


world, whoſe little and abject ſouls 
can feel no charity but that of ſelf, nor 
taſte any joy beyond che gratification 


of their own Pampered Juſts, may 


laugh at this romantic virtue, begot- 
ten forſooth upon ſome idle dreamer 
in his cloſet, and having no exiſlence 
in active life, but as the unmeaning 
decoration of a popular harangue : 
but hiſtory Hes, or greater men by far 
than they have acted from it in the 
moſt perilous encounters ; the ve 


elevation and power which they abule, 


ſprung from the patriotiſm of their diſ- 


honoured anceſtors ; their Country” s 


greatneſs, in whoſe ſpoils they riot, 
iſſued from this fairy dream ; their fall- 
ing country ſtill ſubliſts by no other 
bond ; and when the ſpirit ſhall be 
generally gone, themſelves and their 


diſſolved 
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diſſolved country ſhall ank into inſig- 


niſicance, diſorder, and. ruin. Half 
taught Philoſophers, . and half made 
Chrillians, in whom; a life of private 
and public, profligacy. has, ſtifled this 
generous expanſion, of ſoul, may re- 
probate 1 it as the narrower of a chriſti- 
an's heart, as unfriendly to chat equal 
and uniyerfal good-will which the New 
Teſtament would inſpire ; but while 
Jeſus Chrilt, who. came rom the Fa- 
ther ot the Univerſe, bids, us love all 
mankind, God who has aſſigned: to us 
our place amongſt men, has left ro moſt 
of us no wider expreſbon. of a chriſti- 
an benevolence than the ardent and 
affectiopate love of country. Our 
country is the whole world to us; we 
meet with our fellow · citizens, and our 
fellow- citizens only in all our walk 
through liſe; and if not to them, to 
no other ſhall we exerciſe the enlarged 


charity of che goſpel. This is permit- 


ted to us, and he who chearfully an- 


ſwers to this humanity will fine no re- 


ludlance 


\ 
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| creature; : from Whateyer land he « comes 
to him. NOF! it 1$ no viſion. of the 


| berry. Ves! I is, ut by no means 
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ng it to NY 


eolee, it 


is nb natrower of the heart ; 3 


It is the eint r e friendly | God in 


us, it is the Oravi 7 of the. "Moral 


| World, and if it were not found i in the 
bulk öf the commilaity,” every, political 
_ building would tolle LY, e 


fobric to the ground. | 


au gars is N te 
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4 feel for their counts honour, and as 


they ©lbve their fellow creature, their 
families and cheir God, love their 
Country, with Whoſe proſp erity all 


_ theſe endearing intereſts are interwo- | 
ven. But vou will Tay, | the love of | 
ceountey is common to the rude as well 


as to the civilized; to the ſlave of a 
kivwitſs defpot,” 4s to him who has been 
nurled in the mild op. of Engliſh Li- | 


to an tqual degree; nor ſo as to inſpire 


the ſoul with the ſame kindly warmth, 
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nor animate 0 the be heroic Jen; 


becauſe country is not of equal vita 
to all. The wretch whoſe mind is low- 
ered and debaſed by llavery, has no- 
thing that he can ballance againſt life; 
and this in trying encounters he. will 
preſerve by every baſe compliance, and 
cowardly retreat... But he who has 
known the bleſſing ol ſree and equal 
law, if this muſt periſh, with a. manly 

indignation will toſs life. into the. bar- 
gain; he will face death in every ugly 
form, if he may but, repel the tyrants 


blow, and leave to his children that 


boon, without Which they had better 


not been born, Hence the heuer ſoul 


which animates an Engliſh Soldier and 
Seaman, which has. furniſhed to them 
for ages, under Princes, weak and, ti- 
mid, as well as Wiſe and brave, that 
intrepid, that enterpriſing, that un- 
yielding ſpirit, which no nation beſides 
has ſhewn in every enggunter, becauſe 
not drawing from the rſame liberal 
ee 1 . Englmqn feels that 
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his e kis home, his thought, 
his ſpeech are his on, tontrouled' by 
no lordly ſuperior-; that he can Walk 


on, God's earth with as erect a coun- 


tenance as the proudeſt man that 
breathes; that he bows only 0 the 
law, to which the greateſt bow; "that 
he enjoys an equal protection rem i in- 
jury, and if he but doffs his hat to ti- 
tle and wealth, it is a matter vf grace 
and fayour. This is che conſequence 
which lifts a Briton above other men; 
he feels himſelf tio be a Man, with all the 
righis and dignities of a Man, fuch as 


God made him, and not degraded 'by 


human violence and wicked policy; 
he feels with; Nehemiah that it were 
| a ſhame for ſuch a man as him to flee, 
and till he meet an enemy who ſtands 
upon the ſame ground. who is of the 
ſame conſequence i in the world of God. 


a Britiſh Army and a Britiſh Navy is, 
and mull Be. e l. 
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But to e this Bardi an 
VV Engliſhman 


1 


Englihaian tauſl WA the buche of of” 
hat conſtitution, which he partakes of, 
"he myſt have ſame general but clear 
notion of the rank he -holds amongſt 
men, This is peculiarly neceſſary 10 


A Soldier, and moſt of alb to one h 


| bears arms in the Militia of the king- 


dom. How (hall a- Soldier act with 
he ſpirit. of an Engliſhman, if he know 
not What it is 0 be an Engliſhman. ; 


x with what ſecurity mall : the: offenfive 
and defenſive power of the kingdom 
be. confided: with men, who have no 
ſenſe; aſ the invaluable depoſit which 


their Country has put into their hands. 


Know: then that che adtuating foul 


and principle of the Engliſh- Conſtitu- 


tion is public good; univerſal aNd in- 
dividual good; chat with a diſtinction 


of: rank, it knows no diſtinction of 


braces all under an equal protection; 
hat all orders from the King to the 
loweſt Magiltrate are mere expedients 
of Fate utility, and in this view, but 
0590 2003-1 6 the 
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xight/; owns no pattialitics, but em- 
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the e of the People, for whoſe 
happineſs, not. their "own aggrandile- 
ment they are Tſeparated* from their | 
equal Fellow-Creatures, Men by na» 
rure equal, "Engliſhmen who know and 
ate in poſſeſhon of, this equality, 'do 
not lift fellow- nen io a Teeming height 


above themſelves, as if, it Were a plea- 


ſure to contemplate an inyidious ſpec- 
tacle, but as a ſacrifice to- the public 


ſecurity and welfare, Fr a generous | 


truſt, a ſacred depokit of. dignity and 
power io be returned with blefling to 
them all. That to guaxd therefore, if 
at be poſlible, againſt che abuſe of pow- 
er, chat wy which has ever been 
found. to ſpring, from che rule of One, 
the factions of che Great, and the wild 


tumults of the headleſs Multitude, ; the 


three Forms, of Human/Government, 
of a King, af the Nobles, and of che 
People, are united and blended into 
one; chat each have their diſtia d and 
ſeparate privileges ; but chat ibiei ſu: 


en. * 0 enncting laws, of de- 
| claring 
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of aſſigning the. Puniſhment | of. this 


wrong, - of. levying taxes, and other 
high matters of government, is lodged 


in no one of theſe ſeparately, but in 
all conjointly for the univerſal welfare; 


that to this purpoſe the conſent of each 


of theſe three eſtates is neceſſary to bind 
the community; 3 and that in binding | 
the lowelt citizen, they bind all, and 
bind themſelves: That as the excel- 
lende therefore of the Britiſh Conltitu- 
tion conſiſts in the freedom of each of 
theſe Orders to conſultand to conſent 


to every provifion for the public hap- 
pineſs, ſo the preſervation of the Con- 


ſtitution and all the ſingular bleſſi ings 
which thencc-iſſue to every individual, 
depends upon the nice ballance of | 
power in each; fo as no one of the 
three Orders may be able to deſttoy, 
to infringe, or to command the power 
of the others. When this is done, the 
Britiſh Conſtnution is gone; it is 


ne if one of the three Eſtates be 


F DIES aboliſhed ; 
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aboliſhed. z it is gone, 11 either of OY 
three, though *exiſling in name and 
form; be through violence or corrup- 
tion” made ſubfervient to the will of 
one or beth of the other two. The 
attention of Engliſhmen | therefore 
ſhould be continually upon each. of 
theſe Three Orders, who, are the de- 
poſitaries of a power originating from 
themſelves, entruſted every moment 
for their benefit,” and reſumable at 
their pleaſure, when the truſt is wick- 
edly and dangerouſly violated. . They 
ſhould watch with a jealous eye every 
encroachment of power in each of them 
and be aſſured that if the ſmalleſt en- 
croachments do not-meet a timely re- 
dreſs, the evil will increaſe, the glory 
and the bleſfing of Engliſhmen will 
paſs away, and they will ſoon be num- 
bered with the ſlaves of other nations, 
who crawl upon the earth, and hold 
life and every ſacred prope ry at the 


inſolent and 6 whe will or an uſurping 
Superior, ner 0 WONT NIE LIL 
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bis is * duty of wry "Citizen: at 
| large, i it is within the knowledge of the 
moll unlearned to diſlinguiſh ſuch en- 
croachments, it is within his power to 
repel, and puniſh the inyader. To 
| this end impreſs upon your minds this 
ſerious truth, that the little All of 
the humbleſt Citizen is of more worth 
to him than the large poſſeſſions of 
the higheſt. If the Liberty of their 
Country ſhould fall, theſe have titles 
and wealth and power, they have the 
fatteries and luxuries of life to conſole 
them: but with liberty, the charm 
that welcomes toil and poyerty to the 
uſeful Commoner i is gone, that which 
in his own idea ſets him on a level 
with Princes. I ſay this is the duty 
of every Citizen ; ; and; remember that 
| whether you act as the Troops of a 
permanent Army. or as a temporary 
Militia you ceaſe not to be Citizens, 
to be, equally with eyery {cllow ſubs 
; _ je, intereſted in impartial laws. and 
all the ſecurities of freedom ; - and 
| know 
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know that if in any character or ſla- 
tion you indolently, cowardly or wick- 


edly abet thoſe Who ſtab your Coun- 


try, with your own hands you ſlab 
your Children; you deſtroy the no- 
bleſt building which by the providence 
of God was ever creed amongſt Men; 
che curſes of your day and of Polterity 
will be upon your heads, and you will 
have treaſured up a load of crime to 
anſwer for at the bar of God, 


But as Militia you will ſoon return 
into the great maſs of your fellow-ci- 
tizens, and in your own perſons muſt 
ſuffer the puniſhment of your own neg- 
ligence and wickedneſs. You are call- 
ed forth to the defence of your coun- 


try in a peculiar character, not in the 


general deſcription of Soldiers, but as 
Britons, with whom arms may be con- 
* ided, on hom in the moſt dangerous 
* your fellow- citizens may repoſe 
without fear, as aſſured that you can 
never uſe them but for their good, 

D that 
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18 you will ever be their faithful 
_ guardians againſt foreign invaſion and 
domeſtic villainy. From you is ex- 
pected all the diſcipline, all the cou- 
rage of a Briuſh Soldier, without the 
jealouſy that awaits a ſtanding army. 
' You are the Soldiers of the People, 
more than of the Crown. Such indeed 
ought to be the idea of every Soldier, 
. and of every citizen, for there is no ah 
mate ſovereign in theſe kingdoms, but 
the Law, and Law 1s for the Public 
Good. When we ſpeak of Loyalty 
and Obedience to the Prince, we mean 
in conſiſtence with the Conſtitution 
and the Law ; in oppoſition to theſe 
Loyalty is Perfidy, Obedience is Trea- 
ſon, and have been ſo determined in 
ſolemn trial by the Judges of the Land. 
When Joyce a Cornet of Horſe in the 
ſervice of the Long Parliament was 
tried at the Reſtoration for guarding 
with his troops the execution of 
Charles the I. he pleaded that he ated 
only in the charaQer ofa Soldier, obey- 

ing 
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ing his military call, ia, that 
if he had Tefuſed obedience, he muſt 
have fuffered death by the ſentence of 
a Court Martial. But his plea, was 
ed" : it was anſwered that the act 
of his Superior, who commanded, and 
of himſelf who obeyed, was alike trea- 
fon by the law of the land, that no au- 
thority whatever could juſtify his obe- 
dience, and he ſuffered death as a 
Traitor. While the Conſlitution and 
the Laws are not offended, obedience 
to a military ſuperior is the orderly 
line of a Soldier's duty, bat it is in the 
| breaſt of a Soldier to judge both of 
hat is conſtitutional and what is legal; 
in ſuch an alternative a truly Britiſh 
Army will refuſe obedience even to 
the Monarch on his throne; and in 
ordinary caſes they will find their 
ſecurity in their appeal to the law, 
and in caſes of greater and more 
univerſal concern, they will find 
it in the preſervation of their coun- 


try 
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try. To the nezlect of this man- 


Iy, this important diſlinction, which 
preſerves the Chriſtian and the Patriot 
even in the Soldier's breaſt, and marks 
to him the limit, where. his Military 


obedience ends, and the Higher Duty 


to his God and to his Country ſuper- 


- ſedes every, other claim - to the neg- 


led of this.it has been owing, that the 


: armies of every Monarchy in the world 


except our own, thoſe, armies that 


were originally but the Militias of thoſe 
Monarchiks, have been made the ac- 


rn | " id .o4 ' 
curſed inſtruments of overturning the 
Liberties of their reſpective Countries. 


The. wretched, the crouching Slavery 
of France, of Spain, of Pruſſia, Ger- 
many, Turkey and Morocco, of which 


an Engliſhman cannot fpeak but with 


_ indignation and horror, hath all been 
owing to the ſervile and treacherous 
| obedience o it's armed Citizens, of 
; thoſe who had been trained to Military 
- diſcipline for a wholly different end, 


that of protecting the common weal, of 
| defending 


4 


——— ä! Ce — —R — — ö 
— ͤ— — ˙ VX ˙⅛AR TTT 


| 


16 4x J 
defending, neee But in 


our own more, happy. 
of the State, have b been truly conſecra- 


ted to the Prelervation of the State; 
apd. there 1 1s on record 1 in, nglich, Sta- 
ry one glorious 'and deciſive example 
4 the Patriot conduct naw, recomend- 
ed to vou, which has immortalized the 
character of a Britiſh Soldier, and 
marked the ling of big, fidelity. It is 
lo recent, and was ſo important in it's 
x conſequences, as perhaps already to 
have preſented, itſelf. io che minds of 


each of you. In the reign of James II. 


when the paſlive and uareſerved obe- 
dience, not of a ſoldier only but of 


every ſubject, was the Courtly dodrine, | 
and on this, baſe theme the very Pulpits 
preached what diſgraced the New Teſ- 


tament as much as Human Nature, an 


Engliſh Army | laid down their. arms as 


one man in the preſence of their King, 
rather than obey in what was forbid- 
den by the Religion and Laws of their 
Country, And on the conduct of this 


army 


e PG, arms 
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army in all probability turned the 


future fate of Englatid ; James from 


that moment diſtruſted his very 
army: Thoſe in whom his laſt con- 
fidence was placed, knew the li- 
mit of obedience even to their 
king; loyalty to the laws and to 
"their country was their fifſt concern, 
and with decency, but firmneſy they 
took back their faith from a Prince who 
hoped by their hands to enſlave three 
' kingdoms. At the head of twenty 
| thouſand men of this temper, the guil- 


ty ſoul of James ſhrunk from the face 
of William with twehe thouſand fo- 


- reigners: All the glories of the Revo- 


lution, the triumphs over France in 
Anne's and George the Second's days 


* 


ſprung from the patriotiſm of this En- 


— 


gliſh Army, from there being found in 
the breaſt of each of them the union of 


the citizen and the ſoldier. The Revo. 
luton n fandlified their 9 7 1 to 
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every future Britiſh Army; their con- 
duct has not, cannot, dare not be at- 
raigned; the conſtitution; the laws, 
the government, under which at this 
moment you ſerve, reſt upon the 
ground on which they ſtood ; Nay this 
conſtitution, theſe, laws order ' every 
Britiſh Soldier, what to do in any fi- 
milar occaſion, if ſuch alaſs ! ſhould 
ever be preſented to him. On any ſuch 
melancholy occaſion his ſword is his 


Country's, nor to be drawn but againſt 
his Country's Foe. 


There is, I fear, an obedience of a 
baſer kind, in which ſomecomprehend 


the whole of a ſoldier's duty; but in | 


this they reduce an Engliſh ſoldier to a 
mere machine; they rid his mind at 


once of every principle but the will of 


another, and ingloriouſly level him 
with the Turkiſh Janiſary, the Huſſar 
_ of Auſtria, and the Muſquetaire of 
France, Yet I confeſs that Obedience 


is the ſovercign duty of a ſoldier ; but 
obedience 


1 
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1 | | dates: to ahold) OY to His 
# God; then to his Country; next to 
the Laces and laſt of all to his King. 
No duty calls, no Obedience is due 
where God forbids; the Conftitation, 
that unwritten rule of government, 
which'is lodged in every Engliſhman's 
- breaſt, and which moe than any writ- 
; ten compads, - or coronation oaths has 
=. preſerved the equal liberty of England, 
is ſuperior to law, for law by a corrupt 
| adminiſtration may be turned againſt 
11 the people for whom it was provided; 
- and while all goes well, not the Great 
Seal of England will ſkelter him who 
violates the Law, he muſt anſwer with 
1 © his lite as if he had acted from his own 


wicked will. 
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It is poſſible that to ſome hb: Sen- 
timents may appear ſtrange. But it is 
ſlrange indeed, if any Engliſhman find 
a novelty in ſuch ſentiments, ſtrangs ! 

1 if he revolt from them as foreign t to the 


„per of his mind, and habit of his 
118 - education. 
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"Education, 'Alafs f 1 it is too true, chere! 18 
a pronenelſs to ſervility, which the hu- 
miliating diſtinction of ranks inſinuates 
by degrees into the moſt liberal commu- 
nities, that makes us ſhrink from ſuch 
ſentiments ; ; and there is a malignancy 
in power, bowner acquired, that is 
ever ready to frown upon ſuch ſenti- 
ments, and with all the grimace of pru- 
dence, whiſper that they are-dange- 
rous, invidious,and hardly tobe brought 
forth in the laſt extremities. But it will 
be too late to ſeek for this manly tone 
of mind when extremity calls, if it has 
not been follered and made familiar to 
us in all the days of ſeeming ſecurity. 
Nor is there any danger in ſuch ſenti- 
ments, but to thoſe who wiſh their ut- 
ter extinction, nor any thing invidious 
but to the everlaſling objects of a Free- 
man's fears, Your. Fathers knew no 
other ſentiments, they woke with them 
every morning, they carried them thro' 
all the buſineſs of the day, nor parted 
with them but in the oblivion of ſleep. 
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Yet do I not mean to point to any pre- 
Tent occaſion, unleſs perhaps to that 
'forgetfulneſs of danger, that good-na- 
tured credulity, that courtly pliancy, 
and thoſe groveling notions of unre- 
ſerved obedience in an armed Citizen, 
which ſeem to be creeping over the 
minds of Engliſhmen, and certainly 
bode no good to our beloved conſtitu- 
tion. Peace and Good-Will thro' all 
the orders of the community, as well 
as ſecurity, are bound up with. theſe 
ſentiments, and the more you are 
known to be aQtuated by them, the leſs 
occaſion will you ever find to exert 
them. For if an Engliſhman ceaſe to 
fear, he ceaſes to be an object of fear, 
and invites the invader's hand. Then 
the ſpirit which has actuated the ſoul 
of every Engliſhman, and guarded eve- 
ry thing that is dear to you will be 
gone ; and your Laws, and Charters, 
and Bills of Rights, and Parchment 
Securities will be like the Sibyl's leaves, 
to beblown away by a Courtier s breath. 


1 will 
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1 will hope then thot I Yes oken 
to the generous feelings of every En- 
glihman around me, and that I have 
not deemed 1 more honourably of the 
Soldier's charadeer, of what belongs to 
the military defenders of our common 
Country, than ye each. of you deem 
of yourſelves. Should ſuch Men as ye 
flee ? Chriſtians, Proteſtants, and Bri- 
tons, ſhould, any thing but what is 
handſome, liberal and manly find a 
moment's welcome to your minds? Un- 
der theſe characters your Country ſa- 
lutes you, with this expectation from 
For your Country commits theſe Co- 
ours to your Care... Receive them into 
your ranks, and think that in them 
you conſtantly. behold the Genius of 
England calling you to every gallant, 
high-ſpirited and worthy deed. The 
Orders of your Regiment ſpeak the 
leſſon of decendy, ſobriety and virtue 
in better terms than I can cloathe it ; 
and well does it become you to lay this 
leſſon to your hearts. But if a Britiſh 


Soldier 
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Soldier will, alaſs! Nil) think that ſome 
irregularities are pardonable in his 
profeſſion; 1 pray you, add not pub- 
lic to private crime: make the beſt 
atonement by a patriot character, by 
venerating the religion which at leaſt 
you wiſh you could live up to, by 
guarding it for your_Countrymen and 
for your Children ; by cheriſhiag an 
unextinguiſhed love of that Country 
which is your deareſt bleſſing on this 
fide of Heaven ; and againſt' every dan- 
ger, againſt every Foc tranſmitting this 
Country inviolate to your Poſterity, 
with not leſs glory of Liberty and Law 
than your*Anceftors committed her to 
you ln one word; receive your 
Colours with this ſoleton charge, For 
your Religion, for your Country, for 
9 5 yy any for your „ 
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